There is now a considerable and still-growing body of scholarship on Mark's treatment of women, especially women followers of Jesus. 5 The women in Mark 16:1-8 have received by far the greatest attention, and this scene will also be crucial in my analysis as well. Although Dibelius referred to the women as "superfluous" in 16:1-8, 6 in more recent study we have come to see that they are important in the author's literary strategy. This particular group of identified women followers of Jesus appears in three crucial Markan scenes, and only these three times in Mark, in the passion and resurrection narratives (15:40, 47; 16:1). All three references to the women are significant for appreciating their prominence in the final scene. I want to underscore several observations about these women.
I begin with their unexpected appearance in the Markan narrative. In the first of the references to them, 15:40-41, the author suddenly throws the spotlight on three particular women, and also tells us that a larger number of women had in fact been followers of Jesus in Galilee all along. 7 Thereby, in these two short verses the author introduces an unnumbered body of women followers of Jesus, and in effect, retroactively inserts them into the whole preceding account of Jesus' activities.
8 Contra some interpreters, I contend that the previous absence of
